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EBRD Green Cities takes a broad approach to identifying and prioritising 
environmental challenges and connecting them with infrastructure 
investments and policy measures. 

 
• 90   No. of Projects  
• 50+  No. of Cities  
• 30 No. of GCAPs adopted by City Council  
• 4,915 K tonnes co2/year reduced  
• 1068K cars removal from the road equivalent/per year  
• 5 billion mobilised in EBRD/Donor finance  

 

The EBRD is committed to furthering progress towards ‘market-oriented economies and 
the promotion of private and entrepreneurial initiative’ in its regions. This has been its 
guiding principle since the beginning of the 1990s, when it was established to create a new 
post- Cold War era. 

Cities in the EBRD regions face numerous challenges, including insufficient infrastructure 
investment, demographic changes, poor air quality and historical legacies of high energy 
and carbon intensity. 

Many cities in these regions are also particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change, with increased heat stress and extreme weather events. Solid waste management 
is another pressing issue, with recycling almost negligible compared to the EU average of 
39 per cent and far short of the EU target of 50 per cent of municipal solid waste recycling 
by 2020. 

To address these challenges, the EBRD developed EBRD Green Cities, with the aim of 
building a better and more sustainable future for cities and their residents. The programme 
has three central components: 

1. Green City Action Plans (GCAPs): Assessing and prioritising environmental challenges, 
and developing an action plan to tackle these challenges through policy interventions and 
sustainable infrastructure investments. 

2. Sustainable infrastructure investment: Facilitating and stimulating public or private 
green investments in: water and wastewater, urban transport, district energy, energy 
efficiency in buildings, solid waste and other interventions that improve the city’s 
adaptation and resilience to climate shocks. 

https://www.ebrdgreencities.com/


3. Capacity-building: Providing technical support to city administrators and local 
stakeholders to ensure that infrastructure investments and policy measures identified in 
GCAPs can be developed, implemented and monitored effectively. 

 


